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" I know full well how there already shines
within thy mind that Eternal Light, which
seen but once ever kindles to love. And if
any other thing lead astray thy loving, a
remnant it is, and ill-understood, of that
same Light which therethrough gleams.9'

Formal religion does great disservice
to men in insisting so greatly that the
spiritual sense can only be found in
temples or churches. That is perhaps
the reason why it is only when heretics
abound that a religion is really thriving.
One reason why Hinduism persists, in
spite of many elements in it which no
longer help men, is that it has always
tolerated heresy. Of course it is laid down
that, as a matter of good breeding, each
heretic should, before beginning his hereti-
cal exposition, say formally, ((I believe in
the Veda." After this polite formula, a
sop to the orthodox Cerberus, the heretic
has always been free to expound, and who
so cared free to listen. The truly spiritual
man is scarcely the product of his religious
environment, but rather in spite of it. He
needs must seek the Light, and find it,